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Personal Finance & Consumer Management
Course Description

Personal Finance & Consumer Management is a one-semester course during which students study financial management and its application to family and personal resources.  Family spending, saving and investing are discussed along with an overview of basic economics, banking, employment, and capital management.  Issues of budget management, consumer consumption, and consumer legislation are included in this course as students explore such topics as rational spending, the electronic economy, and risk management on their way to becoming a financially literate consumer.
EXPECTATIONS

You are expected to:

● arrive to class on time;




● work effectively and efficiently;

● share when necessary; and



● respect each other and the equipment.
Any violation of these expectations will result in a reduced grade and/or loss of classroom and computer privileges for the remainder of the semester.

CLASS ASSIGNMENTS

You will be required to complete daily activities and approximately one assignment each week independently and by a predetermined due date.  

Make sure your name, class period, and assignment ID (ex. Job Application) appear in the upper-right corner of the paper. If an exercise has multiple sheets, staple them together in the correct order. Do not staple different assignments together. Disorganized assignments (pages out of order, mislabeled, unreadable, etc.) will receive no credit.

ASSESSMENT

You will be evaluated in two areas:  Activities & Assessments (75% of total grade) and the Personal Portfolio (25% of total grade).

ACTIVITIES & ASSESSMENTS






*You will receive full credit – based on accomplishment of learning targets – if you complete the activity accurately, honestly, and on time. 

FINAL ASSESSMENT – LIFE 101



If you miss class because of an excused absence, you are responsible for making up the missed activities by the following class period.  No additional extensions will be granted except under extreme circumstances that are discussed immediately upon return.
SCORING RUBRIC

	Novice
	Working Toward Proficient
	Nearly Proficient
	Proficient
	Highly Proficient

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Does not demonstrate

knowledge and application of concepts
	Rarely demonstrates knowledge and application of concepts
	Occasionally demonstrates knowledge and application of concepts
	Consistently demonstrates knowledge and application of concepts
	Consistently demonstrates advanced ability to apply concepts


COURSE POLICIES

Student Conduct In-Class Policy
Any acts of classroom disruption that go beyond the normal rights of students to question and discuss with instructors the educational process relative to subject content will not be tolerated, in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct described in the Student Handbook.

Electronic Devices In-Class Policy

Mobile phones, pagers, MP3 players, radios, and similar devices are prohibited in the classroom and are not permitted in the classroom unless authorized by the teacher.

Cheating Policy

Students are expected to uphold the school’s standard of conduct relating to academic honesty. Students assume full responsibility for the content and integrity of the academic work they submit. The guiding principle of academic integrity shall be that a student's submitted work, examinations, and projects must be that of the student's own work. Students shall be guilty of cheating if they:

1. Represent the work of others as his or her own.

2. Use or obtain unauthorized assistance in any academic work.

3. Give unauthorized assistance to other students.

4. Modify, without teacher approval, an examination, paper, record, or report to obtain additional credit.

5. Misrepresent the content of submitted work.

Any student caught cheating is subject to receive a failing grade for the project and/or the course and will be referred to the office for further disciplinary action. If a student is unclear about whether a particular situation may constitute cheating, the student should meet with the teacher to discuss the situation.

GRADING POLICY
This is a proficiency-based course. Students will be graded on their achievement of each learning target (below). For the majority of the assignments, I will be using the mean aggregation method to provide a grade. However, for tests and major projects, I will use the last score. Explanations below: 

· Mean= finds the average of all scores
Example of possible use:  A teacher might choose to use this for a target that they have offered many opportunities throughout the learning and have a summative assessment that addresses each part of the target.  Finding the mean of those summative assessments could represent the overall learning.

Sample scores:  2, 3, 4, 3, 3


Calculates to a Summary Judgment of 3

· Last Score = the last score of all entered scores
Example of possible use:  A teacher might choose to use this for a target that has a summative assessment at the end of the learning that is sufficient evidence of the entire target. 

Sample scores:  2, 3, 4, 3, 3


Calculates to a Summary Judgment of 3

	Grade
	Scale
	MYP Scale

	A
	3.4 - 4.0
	         6.5 – 8.0

	B
	2.7 – 3.4
	4.5 - 6.5

	C
	2.0 – 2.7
	2.8 – 4.5

	D
	1.6 – 2.0
	1.3 – 2.8

	F
	Less than 1.6
	Less than 1.3


COURSE LEARNING TARGETS: 

	Use a rational decision-making process to set and implement financial goals.

	Understand sources of income and the relationship between income and career preparation.

	Understand principles of money management.

	Understand savings, investing, and retirement planning.

	Understand and calculate the cost of home/business/auto ownership.


COURSE  SCHEDULE

	Unit
	Topic
	Project

	1
	How Your Choices Affect Income
	Cover Letter, Resume, Job Application, Thank You Letter

	2
	Income, Benefits, & Taxes
	Form 1040A

	3
	Your Purchasing Power
	Consumer Reports

	4
	Financial Decisions & Planning
	Household Budget

	5
	The Banking System
	Deposit Slip, Check, Check Register

	6
	Personal Risk Management
	Home Inventory

	7
	Buying Decisions
	Credit Card Analysis

	8
	Preserving Your Credit
	Credit Presentation

	9
	Credit Problems & Laws
	Dispute Letter

	10
	Basics of Saving & Investing
	Investment Tracking

	11
	Saving & Investment Options
	Mutual Fund Research

	12
	Buying & Selling Investments
	Stock Research

	*
	“Life 101” Simulation
	FINAL PROJECT


